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ent. Mr. Brooks's book is adapted to serve precisely this office. He 
treats Medford as a miniature republic, comprising within itself all the 
elements of a nation's life, having its distinct financial, judicial, legisla- 
tive, and administrative history, and presenting precisely the same 
points of inquiry and curiosity, which would guide similar research into 
the annals of Massachusetts or the archives of the United States. 

But Medford has some peculiar claims upon grateful interest beyond 
the circle of its own children and citizens. Its " village Hampdens " 
have not always owed their eminence to the small space within which 
their light has shone. We find among the natives of the town not a 
few who have held and adorned the highest place in their respective 
professions and lines of service. It may suffice to mention the four 
brothers Francis, all of them brave officers of our Revolutionary army, 
and the eldest slain at the head of his regiment in the battle of "White- 
hall ; John Brooks, equally distinguished as a patriot soldier, a learned 
and humane physician, and an upright and able chief magistrate ; and 
Peter Chardon Brooks, not more conspicuous for his wealth than re- 
spected for his vigorous intellect and honored for his rigid integrity. 
Were we permitted to name the living, whose genius, learning, and 
worth reflect lustre on the place of their nativity, and whose ancestry 
is faithfully traced back to the princely Puritan stock through our au- 
thor's industry, we should surprise our readers, as we have been our- 
selves astonished, by the host of strong men which that little town has 
brought forth and reared. 



7. — A Pronouncing, Explanatory, and Synonymous Dictionary of the 
English Language, with, I. Pronunciation of Greek and Latin 
Proper Names. II. Pronunciation of Scripture Proper Names. 
III. Common Christian Names, with their Signification. IV. Pro- 
nunciation of Modern Geographical Names. V. Abbreviations used 
in Writing and Printing. VI. Phrases and Quotations in Latin, 
French, Italian, and Spanish. VII. The Principal Deities and 
Heroes in Greek and Roman Fabulous History. By Joseph E. 
Worcester, LL. D. Boston : Hickling, Swan, and Brown. 
1855. 8vo. pp. 565. 

We have transferred this long title-page, because it is tantamount to 
a review of the work. No one acquainted with Dr. Worcester's ability, 
learning, modesty, and integrity, will doubt that he has thoroughly ac- 
complished all that he professes to do. As regards orthography, our 
pages are conformed to his standard ; as to pronunciation, we should 
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be glad if early habit were not in some respects perpetually getting 
the better of his authority ; and in all else we see reason to applaud 
equally his industry, judgment, and taste. Shortly after our last issue, 
we received, through his kindness, a copy of this Dictionary, and our 
& priori judgment as to its merits has been amply confirmed by our fre- 
quent use of it through a quarter's labor of revision and proof-reading. 
In the " war of the dictionaries," we are unwilling to enlist on either 
side ; our quarto "Webster we prize none the less for this collateral 
authority and aid ; and, were we to conform our precept to our ex- 
ample, we should advise our readers to use both. 



8. — Physical Geography for Families and Schools. By R. M. Zokn- 
lin. Revised, with Additions, by William L. Gage, Master of 
the Taunton High School. Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1855. 
16mo. pp. 159. 

We like this book, and, were there more of it, we should like it bet- 
ter. Its brevity is secured by condensation rather than by omission ; 
and a certain measure of dryness is inevitable from the attempt to 
compress so much matter within so small a space. But the arrange- 
ment is excellent, the examples and illustrations are well selected, and 
scientific terms are lucidly defined. Whether it would be an entertain- 
ing book for " families," or good as a mere task-book for " schools," we 
have our doubts. Its true use would be as a syllabus for recitation, 
where the teacher is qualified to accompany it by oral explanations and 
lectures ; and such a teacher would probably prefer it to a more diffuse 
text-book. 



9. — The Christian Tear. Thoughts in Verse for the Sundays and 
Holidays throughout the Tear. By the Rev. John Keble, Vicar of 
Hursley. Elegantly illustrated by Schmolze. Philadelphia : E. H. 
Butler & Co. 1856. 12mo. pp. 368. 

This work has been so long before the public, that there is no need 
of our saying how rich it is in devotional thought, serene, fervent, and 
lofty, how lovingly it traces the Saviour's footprints as they are marked 
through " the Christian year," or how many gems of the choicest poetry 
are scattered through its pages. The present is by far the most beauti- 
ful edition of it that we have ever seen, and in all the details of me- 
chanical execution is unsurpassed in tasteful elegance. The engravings 
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